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the heavy responsibilities that go with the po-
sition. This dynamic, personable king has suc-
ceeded in refocusing the attention of the 
Asante nation and Ghana, on the development 
of the country’s most valuable resource—its 
people. It is for this reason that his vision en-
compasses education, health and industry. A 
healthy people equipped with the requisite 
technical and scientific skill and knowledge 
constitute an invaluable asset to any commu-
nity, any nation that aspires to achieve max-
imum industrialization. 

Born on the 6th of May 1950 and named 
Barima Kwaku Duah, Otumfuo Osei Tutu II is 
the youngest of the five children of Nana Afua 
Kobi Scrwaa Ampem II, Asantchemaa (Queen 
Mother of Asante). Under his Majesty’s leader-
ship and direction numerous and very drastic 
efforts have been made to assess and rede-
fine traditional roles, integrating some into 
global standards based in practicality, sustain-
ability and functionality. What has emerged is 
a much better administrative design of six 
strategically functional and articulate units of 
the system. 

As part of mobilization efforts to relax some 
aspects of Asante culture to embrace develop-
ment and progress, Otumfuo has embarked 
on a drastic overhaul of the Kingdom and its 
logistics to enable the Manhyia Palace to bet-
ter equip and prepare itself and its traditional 
leaders to accommodate the impeding chal-
lenges of development. By liberalizing various 
aspects of the Kingdom, Otumfuo has en-
hanced governance and emphasized develop-
ment. 

f 

HONORING CAPTAIN WILLIAM W. 
COPPERNOL 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 22, 2001 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to share with my colleagues an ac-
complishment by a young man serving in the 
United States Army. Captain William W. 
Coppernol, who is from Burlington, Wisconsin, 
has received the General Douglas MacArthur 
Leadership Award. This award is given to 
those Army officers who embody the leader-
ship ideals of General MacArthur. After my 
meeting with him this afternoon, I can certainly 
see why he was chosen for this prestigious 
award. 

Captain Coppernol is an excellent example 
of the American military servicemember. He 
grew up in a city not far from me in southern 
Wisconsin. His family is still there, with his fa-
ther working in Milwaukee for the FAA and his 
mother working at Burlington Catholic Central 
High School. Captain Coppernol is now sta-
tioned in Minnesota, which he is happy about 
because his parents can see their grandson, 
William, more often. 

While Captain Coppernol is a family man, 
he is also an Army man. He is a bright man 
who plans to make a career out of the Army, 
and our country should be thankful for it. This 
‘‘Army of One’’ is a true asset to the United 
States of America. I congratulate Captain 
Coppernol on receiving the General Douglas 
MacArthur Leadership Award. 

VETERINARY HEALTH ENHANCE-
MENT ACT FOR UNDER-SERVED 
AREAS 

HON. CHARLES W. ‘‘CHIP’’ PICKERING 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2001 

Mr. PICKERING. Mr. Speaker, many rural 
and inner city areas of the United States lack 
proper veterinary care within their commu-
nities. As a result, the health of both animals 
and humans in these areas is at risk. In many 
cases, veterinarians, upon graduating from a 
school of veterinary medicine, opt to practice 
in prosperous urban settings which often pro-
vide opportunities for higher standings of liv-
ing. The result is a lack of animal health care 
professionals in hundreds of communities and 
rural regions. 

Rural areas of the United States are going 
through a unique transformation. Thousands 
of small-town, agrarian communities are lit-
erally vanishing. These agricultural commu-
nities are dependent upon livestock veterinar-
ians to help ensure the well-being of their rural 
economies. Unfortunately, lower earning po-
tential, long hours, unfavorable weather condi-
tions, danger, and fewer farmers are making 
livestock veterinarians remarkably scarce in 
these agrarian communities. 

In the same respect, inner-city areas have 
also noticed a shortage of animal health care 
professionals within their communities. These 
areas are potential hotbeds for dangerous dis-
eases carried by rodents and stray animals. 
These diseases can be easily transmitted to 
residents, particularly more highly-susceptible 
children. Veterinarians may often be the key in 
preventing the spread of such diseases in 
highly-populated, inner-city areas. 

In response to the growing number of 
under-served areas that are lacking animal 
health care professionals, I am introducing the 
‘‘Veterinary Health Enhancement Act for 
Under-served Areas’’ to meet the health care 
needs of these communities. Under this pro-
posal, veterinary students will be provided 
scholarships and tuition debt relief if they 
choose to choose to practice in under-served 
areas for an agreed upon period of time. The 
result of having veterinarians provide their 
services to these communities will improve 
animal health, will ensure that the risk of dis-
ease transfer from animals to humans is mini-
mal, and will improve economic opportunities 
for agriculture producers who depend on live-
stock veterinarians. 

This is non-controversial legislation that will 
provide benefits to the entire country. I urge 
my colleagues to show their commitment to 
communities throughout their respective dis-
tricts which lack proper veterinary care by 
lending their support for the ‘‘Veterinary Health 
Enhancement Act for Under-Served Areas’’. 

HONORING MRS. EDDIE LEE ED-
WARDS MCPHERSON ON HER 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. JACK KINGSTON 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2001 

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct honor and pleasure to rise today on be-
half of a very special person who resides in 
my district. On Saturday, May 26th, Mrs. 
Eddie Lee Edwards McPherson will be cele-
brating her 80th birthday along with her friends 
and family. I would like to join with the many 
in congratulating her upon this significant mile-
stone. 

Eddie Lee was born to the late Samuel P. 
M. Rhodes and the late Florence Hagins 
Rhodes in 1921 in Bulloch County, GA; and 
was united in marriage to the late Joseph 
Sterling Edwards, Sr. with whom she was 
blessed with her six children, four daughters 
and two sons. She is currently married to 
Leroy McPherson who graced her with four 
stepchildren, three daughters and one son. 
Throughout her life, though, the Lord be-
stowed upon her the love of even more sons 
and daughters-in-law, numerous grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren, as well as other em-
braced children. 

Mrs. McPherson graduated from Savannah 
State College with a degree in Elementary 
Education. Throughout her career, Eddie Lee 
was given the opportunity to reach many 
young children at Perry Elementary, Viola Bur-
roughs Elementary, C.B. Greer Elementary 
and Ballard Elementary. She has also served 
faithfully in the community and at local church-
es. 

This remarkable lady is an encourager, a 
disciplinarian, a dear friend to many and an in-
domitable matriarch. Her faith, courage and 
kindness are an inspiration to all who have 
been touched by her. God blessed us when 
he gave us Mrs. Eddie Lee Edwards McPher-
son. May God bless her on her 80th birthday. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2001 

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, May 
21, 2001, my plane was delayed in arriving 
due to bad weather. As a result, I was not 
present for Roll Call Vote #126, Expressing 
the sense of the Congress regarding National 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day and Roll Call 
Vote #127, the 245(i) Extension Act of 2001. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on Roll Call Vote #126 and #127. 
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